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AMENDMENT RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

DEC 1 3 2006 

in rm. CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as indicated beiow. The status and current version of the chums 
follows: 

Tjgtinp; of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A spinal implant, comprising: 

a top wherein at least a portion of the top is configured to contact a first vertebra; 

a bottom, wherein at least a portion of the bottom is configured to contact a second vertebrae; 

an ewfved anterior side h«"™ff a first curvature; 

a'eurved posterior side havin^as e ron^ cu rvature whg SB Hh> first rmv flm* and the secon d 

— are «frrtap*™i Y k * e same direction; and 

an opening extending through the spinal implant from the top to the bottom. 

2. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1, further comprising a proximal end, wherein the proximal 
end is substantially flat 

3. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1 3 further comprising a proximal end, wherein the proximal 
end is substantially rounded. 

4. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1 , further comprising a distal end, wherein the distal end is 
tapered. 



5. 
curved, 



(Original) The spinal implant of claim 1. former comprising a distal end, wherein the distal end is 



6. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1, wherein the top comprises one or more protrusions 
configured to contact the first vertebra. 

7. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1, wherein the top comprises protrusions configured to 
contact the first vertebra, and wherein at least two of ihc prow** *ffer in hefcht 
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8 (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1 . wherein the top comprises protrusions configured to 
contact the first vertebra, and wherein the protrusions are in a radial pattern. 

9 (Original) Tbe spinal implant of claim 1. wherein the top comprises protrusions configured 
to contact the first vertebra, and wherein at least two of the protrusions differ in shape. 



,0 (Original) Thespinalimplantof claim 1. wherein the top comprises protrusions <^ d * 
from a second spacing between a second pair of adjacent protrusions. 

11. (Original) The spina! implant of claim 1, wherein the bottom comprises one ormore 
protrusions configured to contact the second vertebra. 

12 (Original) The spinal implant of Calm 1. wherein the bottom comprises protrusions configured 
to contact the second vertebra, and wherein at least two of the protrusions differ in height. 

13 (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1. wherein the bottom comprises protrusions configured 
to contact the second vertebra, and wheminthe protrusions are in a radial pattern. 

14 (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1, wherein the bottom comprises protrusions configured 
to contact the second vertebra, and wherein at least two of the protrusions differ in shape. 

15 (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1. wherein the bottom comprises protrusions configured 
differs from a second spacing between a second pair of adjacent protrusions. 

16 (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1, wherein an inner surface of the anterior side comprises 
one or more projections extending into the opening, and wherein the one or more projections are 
configured to strengthen the implant. 

17 (Original) Tbe spinal implant of claim 1, wherein an inner surface of the posterior side comprises 
■ projections extending into the opening, and wherein the one or more projections are 



one or more ] 
configured to sLrougtbsn the implant. 
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19. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1, wherein at least one of the sides comprises a 
groove configured to engage an insertion instrument. 

20 (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1. wherein the anterior side comprises a first groove, 

20. (Ungmaij *v»> v „ f u^;*, tV, e Grooves are configured to 
wherein me posterior side comprises a second groove, and where* the grooves 

engage an insertion instrument, 
instrument. 

03. (0rt8 M)T1« ! pMtapl^ofcl^l,«Hft«r«»prt»to80 M ormo™<^» 8 . 
extending through the anterior side. ^ 

24. (Original).The spinal implant of claim 1 , further comprising one or more openings 
extending through the posterior side. 

25 (Origtod)lne8pmai^^ . .. 

and wherein at least one of the anterior side openings aligns with at least one of the posterior s>de 
openings to allow for monitoring of bone growth through the implant. 

26. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1. wherein lite spinal implant comprises bone. 



- * . «# +u a om'rtal imnlant comprises 

27. (Original) The spinal implant oi claim i, me s?m«i impim i. v 

polyether ether ketone. 
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28. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1, wherein the spinal implant comprises one or 
more openings for X-ray sensitive material. 

29. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1, wherein the spinal implant comprises metal. 

30. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1, wherein the spinal implant comprises titanium. 

31. (OrigmaOTbe spinal implant of claim 1, wherein the top is treated to promote 
osseointegration of the implant with bone. 

32. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1 , wherein the top is roughened to promote fusion 
of the spinal implant with bone. 

33. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1, wherein the opening is configured to receive 
packing material. 

34. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1 , further comprising packing materia! placed in the 
opening, and wherein the packing material comprises bone. 

35. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 1, further comprising packing material placed in the 
opening, wherein the packing material comprises synthetic bone material. 

36. (Currently amended) A spinal implant, comprising: 
a body, wherein the body comprises: 

a top comprising a radially positioned protrusions, wherein the top F^ious are configured to 

contact a first vertebra; 

a bottom comprising radially positioned protrusions, wherein the bottom protrusions are 

configured to contact a second vertebra; 

a curved anterior side; 

a curved posterior «** wfaergja a g gSfc8BH&a &SSS2 - gntefior side m 
^hifrntiaUy Vidnev-shaped; and 
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ao „pe^«t M ««gteo» i l 1 A«b<»i,& om th e »pto«..b«t Kl m. 

37 (OrigbtDTho spbta, baplatttofoWta *.—.*.■».«<«— «••— « 
» coarser than the top provisions w the postenor S.4.. 

38 ( Or iB ina 1 )^sp« ta p 1 an.ofc,a ta 36.^^^^--^^' i0 ' 
silte are cwmr rha» the bottom protrusion* <** *> P-^* 8ldc ' 

differ in height, 
shape. 

4, rorWt^Thesptoalnrrplnn.^^^^ 
protrusions. 

differ iu height 

„. ^»^^-«**^-'- , "" rf * ,b, *" ,rt,,,ta ' 
differ in shape, 

bottom protrusions. 

45 (^Thc^h.pbn.of^^^^.opP^-^'"'"*'^ 
„f body » largo, ft. «* — *• — * ■* ° f *" 

v _ ^n, aan tftrior side of the body. 

of the body are higher than ine rop fmiuwu- ., 



6 

PAGE 12/15 * RCVD AT 12/13/2006 7:45:23 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/0 * DNIS:2738300* CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):0340 



DEC. 13. 2006 6:54*PM NO. 0045 P. 1 

Application Serial No.: 10/633.37J 

rcr----"-"--^ 

the body are higher than the bottom protrusions near the anterior side of the body. 

49. (Currently amended) A spinal implant, comprising: 
a body wherein the body comprises: 
a curved anterior side; 

than the top protrusions near the posterior side; 

a bottom; and . A - 

7iirrttrmtit-"v fcjH"«Y shaped, 
posterior side, 
posterior side, 

Mwi pinions n^ftepostriorsktecc^aKCondr^P^ 

53. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 49, wherein the top protrusions near the anterior 
side comprise a radial pattern. 

54. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 49, wherein the top protrusions near the posterior side 
comprise a radial pattern. 

55. (Original) The spinal implant of claim 49, wherein the boii^ ^ =o^s protrusions, 
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through the anterior side. 

57 . (Original) Tb» spinal implant of claim 49, further comprising one or more openings extending 
through the posterior side. 

monitoring of bone growth through the body. 
59. (Withdrawn) 
60-73. (Cancelled) 

74. (Withdrawn) 

75. (Withdrawn) * 
76-85. (Cancelled) 

86. (Withdrawn) 

87. (Withdrawn) 

88. (Withdrawn) 
89-95. (Cancelled). 

kidney-shaped cross-section. 
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